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MARYLAND ORNITHOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

Cylburn Mansion, 4915 Greenspring Avenue 
Baltimore, Maryland 21209 
(800)823-0050; (410)244-0032 

The Maryland Ornithological Society [MOS] is a nonprofit, statewide 
organization composed of people who are interested in birds and nature. It was 
founded in 1 945 and incorporated in 1 956 to promote the study and enjoyment of 
birds. The purposes of MOS are to promote knowledge, appreciation, and 
conservation of our natural resources, to maintain a system of sanctuaries, to 
encourage conservation of birds and bird habitat, and to record and publish 
observations of bird life. 

Local chapters throughout the state offer field trips, bird counts, and 
conservation projects for members and guests of all ages. Lively and informative 
[)rograms complement regular meetings where members and guest speakers share 
Iheir knowledge and expertise. Beginners as well as experienced birders are invited 
and encouraged to become members of MOS. 

Your membership in the Society provides many tangible benefits such as 
su[)port for the sanctuary program, scholarships and research grants, and 
subscriptions to publications of the Society. More important, however, your 
membership means you become a partner with those who care about wise 
stewardship of our natural resources. 

Statewide activities include an annual conference; a speakers' bureau; a 
s.mctuary program; research grants and scholarship program; publication of a 
(juarterly journal, Maryland Birdlife; and a bimonthly newsletter. The Maryland 
Yf'llowthroat. 

MOS vigorously supports local, state, national, and international conservation 
< .Rises relating to birds and bird habitat. 

MOS Sanctuary Program 

MOS manages a number of sanctuaries tliroughout Maiylaiul. M( )S 
s.inctuaries encompass areas of unique ecological sigiiific .hr e .is well .is lypii.il 
M.iryland habitats from the mountains to the co.istal |)l.iin, I’lolec tion, ediK .itiun, 
.111(1 rc'search are the primary goals of the MOS s.iiu tii.iiy pmgi.im. I he M( )S 
s.iiu tuary committee and local chapters ovcrsc'c the m.iiiil(*ii.iiu e .iiid use of these* 
S.IIU tuaries. 

MOS sanctuaries are open to tin* public by .idv.iiui* lesc'rv.itioii. Sc hools, 
sc outs, and other organized groups are invited to visit. A guide to MOS sanctuaries 
IS .iv.iil.ible on request. 


Scholarships and Research Grants 

MOS annually awards a number of sc bol.irships to teachers, youth leaders, 
. 111(1 students wlu) are involvcul with c oiisc'iv.ition and environmental education. 
M( )S .ilso .iw.irds research grants to enc oui.ige studies of birds in Maryland. Papers 
on the* results of research |)rojects arc* prc*sent(*d .it the annual conference of the 
Soc i(*iy. More* information on grants .ind schol.irsliips can be obtained by writing 
M( )S, Kc*sc»,irc h or Sc holarship Committc'c*. 


PREFACE 


This Field List presents, in summary form, a complete list of the birds of 
Maryland, with their dates of occurrence and relative abundances at all times of 
the year. Counties in which each species has been found and the preferred 
habitats of each species are given. Nomenclature follows the A.O.U Checklist 
(1983) with supplements through 1995. The charts on pages 6-47 include all 
399 species on the official list of the Maryland Ornithological Society [MOS]. 
These species have been verified by specimen, photograph, or other 
documentation and accepted by the Maryland/District of Columbia Records 
Committee [MD/DCRC]. Also included in the main list are 1 1 unsubstantiated 
species that await MD/DCRC approval before they can be included on the 
official list. These species are marked with hollow stars after the species' name. 
Appendix 1 provides information on some field identifiable subspecies, hybrids, 
and forms. Not included are exotic waterfowl, parrots and other common cage 
birds which are probably not of natural occurrence. Appendix 3 lists species 
which have been reported with insufficient information to substantiate the 
identification or that the bird was of wild origin. 

The dates of occurrence, relative abundance, and extreme egg dates are 
updated through 1 8 May 1 996. In 1 977, the Maryland list stood at 374 species 
with 16 additional species listed as hypothetical. The past 19 years of reports 
from scores of observers have added much to our knowledge of birds in 
Maryland. 25 species have been added and the status of many others has 
changed. While this edition of the Field List contains much more information 
than any of its predecessors, there are still many gaps. We hope the Field List 
will stimulate observers to report well-documented sightings to be included in 
future editions. 


KEY TO GRAPHICS PAGE 

Following the name of each species is the Habitat Code. The habitats for 
each species are listed in decreasing order of preference; breeding habitats are 
capitalized. Next is a graph of occurrence and abundance through the calend.ir 
year. Five line widths indicate statewide comparative abundance. The lines ar<‘ 
based upon estimates of the actual total abundance within Maryland and do not 
distinguish species evenly distributed across the state from those of limited 
distribution. The broadest line signifies that the species is abund.int during the 
indicated time of the year. The thinnest line indicates that the sp(*( i(‘s is rare and 
of annual occurrence. A dashed line means the species is pres(Mit in tnost years 
but not reported annually. A bold dotted line indicat(‘s th.it the species is 
unreported most years. The abundances of some spcx i(*s .ire highly variable 
from year-to-year and these irruptive occurrences h.iv(‘ bei'ii depic ted by an 
alternation of appropriate line widths. A fine doited Hue displ.iys the time period 
for a single occurrence of more than 5 days. Arrows indie .iie |lu‘ first and last 
dates of a report; tilted stars are used for rc'ports ie(|iiiiiiig MD/DC'RC review. 
Individual occurrences of 5 days or less .irc' m.irk(*d by .i small siiuare, solid star, 
or hollow star. A small square is a report which did not re(|uire MD/DCRC 
review; stars indicate reports reejuiring Ml )/l )( k( M'view. I he* solid stars show 
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reports accepted by MD/DCRC. Hollow stars indicate reports which have not 
yet been reviewed or have not met the standards for acceptance by MD/DCRC 
[see Appendix 2]. 

Nonitalic numbers indicate extreme early or late dates of migration. A 
tick mark and an italic number show the earliest and latest dates for viable eggs 
(but not necessarily full clutches) in Maryland. Documentation of reports before 
or after these dates should be sent to Maryland Birdlife . Finally, question marks 
indicate the status is uncertain and reports of all sightings during that period are 
encouraged. 


KEY TO CHECKLIST PAGE 

This page displays species' occurrences for Maryland's 23 counties, with 
Baltimore City included in Baltimore County, (roughly arranged northwest to 
southeast) and the pelagic zone (3-200 miles offshore). The symbol for a 
species' occurrence in each county is shown in the lower right-hand corner of 
each block. A large solid square marks a species easily found almost every year 
in the appropriate season and habitat. A large hollow square notes species 
which might be found every 3-8 years. Species with very few records have been 
marked by a small square, solid star, or hollow star. A small square is a report 
which did not require review by MD/DCRC; stars indicate reports requiring 
review by MD/DCRC. The solid stars show reports which have been accepted 
by MD/DCRC. Hollow stars indicate reports which have not yet been reviewed 
or have not met the standards for acceptance by MD/DCRC [see Appendix 2]. 
"X" denotes extirpated or extinct species. Question marks indicate the status is 
uncertain in the county and reports of all sightings are encouraged. 

The upper right corner of each block shows the species' breeding status 
in the county. "B" signifies confirmed or probable breeding after 1977 and 
follows the standards of the Maryland Breeding Bird Atlas . Historic (before 
1978) confirmed breeding, but with no records since, is indicated by "H". A "?" 
signifies that the breeding status in the county is uncertain. 
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APPENDIX 1 

I Canada Goose: "small races” 

1 Eurasian Green-winged Teal^ 

1 Eastern Willet 

Western Willet 

1 Brewster's Warbler 

I Lawrence's Warbler 

1 

E 

(D 

Q. 

C 

1 

1 Yellow Palm Warbler 

■Jt^ 

(1) 

Si 

1 

<0 

o 

3 

“D 
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< 

1 Ipswich Sparrow 

1 Oregon/Pink-sIded Junco^ 
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Appendix 2. : Hollow Stars 



Hollow stars represent reports which require review and acceptance by MD/DCRC 
before they are officially included into the record of Maryland birds. Solid Stars indicate 
reports which have been revieved and accepted by MD/DCRC. Hollow Stars indicate 
reports which have either not been reviewed or have not been accepted by MD/DCRC. 
The following list is of the specific reports reviewed and not accepted by MD/DCRC but 
included in this publication. 

Anhinga: 

09/02/78 

Ta. [83-06:Not Accepted] MB 34:1 72 

Swallow-tailed Kite: 

06/01/79 

Ba. [86-07:Not Accepted] MB 35:99 

Mississippi Kite 

06/03/87 

PC. [87-30:Not Accepted] MB 43:98 

Curlew Sandpiper: 

05/02/59 

Wo.[83-18:Not Accepted] MB 15:51 

Roseate Tern: 

04/12/77 

Ba. [85-25:Not Accepted] MB 33:124 

Rufous Hummingbird: 

11/08/52 

Fr. [90-12:Not Accepted] MB 10:36 

Red-cockaded Woodpecker: 

06/22/84 

SM.[89-02:Not Accepted] MBB Atlas 

Northern Shrike: 

01/26/91 

Ho. [92-1 9:Not Accepted] MB 47:46 

Chestnut-collared Longspur: 

10/30-31/70 

AA. [83-30:Not Accepted] MB 26:1 1 5 


Appendix 3 ; Unsubstantiated Species 

The MD/DCRC does not maintain a list of hypothetical species. The following 
species have been reported in Maryland but insufficent information has been obtained to 
substantiate the identification or that the bird was of wild origin. These differ from the 
species on the main list indicated with hollow stars. All of those on the main list have 
substantial documentation and are awaiting final review. 


Black-capped Petrel: 

06/14/80 

Pe. 

[83-17] MB 36:131 

Trumpeter Swan: 

01/25/92-02/23/92 Mo./Ho. 

[xx218] AB 46:247 

02/21/96 

Mo. 

[xx394] 

Barnacle Goose: 

10/13/86 

Wi. 

[88-24][Origin Uncertain] MB 44:35 

White-tailed Kite: 

10/26/90 

Al. 

[91-29] 

Gyrfalcon: 

02/04-19/94 

Fr. 

[95-17] MB 51:85 

Black-tailed Gull: 

07/04-09/84 

AA. 

[85-16][Origin Uncertain] MB 40:98 

White-winged Tern 

08/06/94 

Wo. 

[95-1 9] 

08/14/94 

SM. 

[95-20] 

Black Guillemot: 

03/11/93 

AA. 

[94-03][Accepted:Genus only] 

Green-tailed Towhee: 

01/??/69 

Ba. 

[xx312] MB 25:63 

Spotted Towhee: 

12/17/94 

Mo. 

[xx288] 
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Maryland/District of Columbia Records Committee [MD/DCRC] 


The MD/DCRC was established in 1982 as a committee of the Maryland 
Ornithological Society [MOS]. The function of the Committee is to: 

(1) review reports of unusual sightings within its area of coverage; 

(2) determine the adequacy of documentation of such reports; 

(3) maintain a State List of Birds for Maryland; 

(4) maintain a District List of Birds for the District of Columbia; 

(5) publish periodic reports of its findings; and 

(6) maintain in a file accessible to interested persons the primary 
reports, the deliberations of the Committee, and, in some 
instances, opinions received from outside experts and/or copies of 
some of the relevant literature. 

By these steps the Committee aims to convert reports of sightings into 
documented records that can be used reliably for scientific studies of bird 
distribution and patterns of avian vagrancy. 

The MD/DCRC consists of nine-voting members, a chairman and a non- 
voting secretary. Voting members serve 3-year terms. The voting members 
review the documentation provided for each report and assess whether or not 
this information adequately supports the claimed identification. Reports may 
receive multiple circulations among committee members depending upon the 
number of votes to accept or not accept a given record. The Committee has a 
stated "Goals, Policies, Criteria for Acceptance, and Procedures" which is 
available from the Secretary and details the functions of the Committee. 

Participation by the birding community is vital to the success of the 
MD/DCRC. Reports should be sent to Phil Davis, MD/DCRC Secretary, 2549 
Vale Court, Davidsonville, MD 21035. The current list of reports the Committee 
will review is as follows: 
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Maryland/District of Columbia Records Committee 
Review List: April i, 1996 

The MD/DC Records Committee reviews reports of birds observed in Maryland 
or the District of Columbia that meet any of the following criteria: 

1. Any species observed in Maryland which is not on the Field List of the Birds of Maryland 
(Iliff, Ringler & Stasz, 3"* edition, 1996). 

2. Any species observed in the District of Columbia which is not on the official District of 
Columbia List (DeSante and Pyle, 1986). 

3. Any of the following species if observed in Maryland or the District of Columbia: 


Western Grebe 

Long-tailed Jaeger 

Boreal Chickadee 

Yellow-nosed Albatross 

South Polar Skua 

Bewick's Wren 

White-faced Storm-Petrel 

Mew Gull 

Northern Wheatear 

Band-rumped Storm-Petrel 

California Gull 

Mountain Bluebird 

American White Pelican 

Yellow-legged Gull 

Townsend's Solitaire 

Anhinga 

Ross' Gull 

Varied Thrush 

Fregata, species 

Sabine's Gull 

Sage Thrasher 

Roseate Spoonbill 

Roseate Tern 

Bohemian Waxwing 

Wood Stork 

Arctic Tern 

Northern Shrike 

Fulvous Whistling-Duck 

Sooty Tern 

Black-throated Gray Warbler 

Black-belliedWhistling-Duck 

Common Murre 

Western Tanager 

Cinnamon Teal 

Thick-billed Murre 

Black-headed Grosbeak 

Tufted Duck 

White-winged Dove 

Lazuli Bunting 

Barrow's Goldeneye 

Common Ground-Dove 

Painted Bunting 

Masked Duck 

Groove-billed Ani 

Bachman's Sparrow 

Swallow-tailed Kite 

Burrowing Owl 

Lark Bunting 

Mississippi Kite 

Rufous Hummingbird 

Baird's Sparrow 

Swainson's Hawk 

Selasphorus, species 

Le Conte's Sparrow 

Yellow Rail 

Red-cockaded Woodpecker 

Harris' Sparrow 

Corn Crake 

Western Wood-Pewee 

Smith's Longspur 

Purple Gallinule 

Hammond's Flycatcher 

Bullock's Oriole 

Limpkin 

Vermilion Flycatcher 

Pine Grosbeak 

Eskimo Curlew 

Ash-throated Flycatcher 

White-winged Crossbill 

Long-billed Curlew 

Gray Kingbird 

Hoary Redpoll 

Little Stint 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher 


Curlew Sandpiper 

Fork-tailed Flycatcher 


4. Subspecies or forms of species not known to occur regularly 

in Maryland or the District of 

Columbia, including: 



Eurasian Green-winged Teal 

Audubon's Warbler 

Dark-eyed junco (other than 
Slate-colored) 

5. Species meeting the indicated range criteria: 


A. These species if seen other than coastal Worcester County or over the ocean: 

Northern Fulmar 

Audubon's Shearwater 

Bridled Tern 

Cory's Shearwater 

Leach's Storm-Petrel 

Dovekie 

Greater Shearwater 

Wilson's Plover 

Razorbill 

Sooty Shearwater 

Great Skua 

Atlantic Puffin 

Manx Shearwater 

Black-legged Kittiwake 
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B. These species if seen in the Chesapeake Bay north of Anne Arundel and Queen 
Anne's countiies; or on the Potomac River north of Charles County; or inland: 


Wilson's Storm-Petrel 
Northern Gannet 
Brown Pelican 
Common Eider 
King Eider 


Harlequin Duck 
Cfepper Rail 
Piping Plover 
American Oystercatcher 
Pomarine Jaeger 


Parasitic Jaeger 
Gull-billed Tern 
Sandwich Tern 
Boat-tailed Grackle 


C. These species if seen west of the Coastal Plain or along the Susquehanna River 
upstream from the Conowingo Dam: 


Great Cormorant 
Black Rail 
Black-necked Stilt 
Purple Sandpiper 

D. These species if 

Eared Grebe 
Tricolored Heron 
Sandhill Crane 
Whimbrel 
Hudsonian Godwit 
Marbled Godwit 
Red Phalarope 


Ruff 

Little Gull 
Black-headed Gull 
Royal Tern 

n west of the Piedmont: 

Laughing Gull 

Iceland Gull 

Thayer's Gull 

Lesser Black-backed Gull 

Glaucous Gull 

Great Black-backed Gull 

Western Kingbird 


Least Tern 
Black Skimmer 
Seaside Sparrow 


Clay-colored Sparrow 
Lark Sparrow 

Saltmarsh Sharp-tailed Spar. 
Nelson's Sharp-tailed Spar. 
Yellow-headed Blackbird 
Brewer's Blackbird 


E. These species with restricted ranges in Maryland: 


Ross' Goose 
Franklin's Gull 


Northern Raven 
Brown-headed Nuthatch 


Swainson's Warbler 


Away from the Eastern Shore. 

Areas other than on the coastal plain west of the Chesapeake 
Bay (including the Susquehanna River up to Conowingo) from 
Anne Arundel and Prince George's counties north. 

South or east of Frederick County. 

On the Eastern Shore north of Queen Anne's County; and the 
Western Shore except in Saint Mary's County. 

Outside the Pocomoke River area. 


The species names and taxomony of this list conform to the American Ornithologists' Union 
Check-list of North American Birds, 1983, and supplements 35 through 40. 

Please submit reports of any bird sightings meeting these criteria to: 

Phil Davis 

MD/DC Records Committee Secretary 

2549 Vale Court 

Davidsonville, MD 21035 

(301) 261-0184 

email: PDavis@OAO,com 

A documentation guideline/checklist containing points to include in sighting reports is available 
from the secretary. 
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